January 6, 2016
Dear Field Trip Chaperone,

Thank you for volunteering to join us on our trip to The Field Museum! Our visit is scheduled to
take place on Friday, January 22nd. Please meet us at 8:15am outside of room 175 in the Arts
Building, which is right under the pedestrian bridge on the south side of Jackson Boulevard. You
can enter through the exterior door underneath the bridge. We will be at The Field Museum from
9:00am-12:00pm. We will return to Whitney Young between 12:30-12:45pm.

If you are driving to Whitney Young and would like to park in one of the school’s lots, we can
provide you with a pass to display in your car. When we arrive back at school, students will have
the next class period free for lunch. If their regular lunch period is later in the day, they will have
both periods free. There is no cost to you or your student to attend this field trip.

We will be taking two school buses and traveling with 54 students from two sections of Honors
Studio Drawing and Painting. When we first arrive at the museum, we will meet in the Gidwitz
Hall of Birds to hear a presentation by Peggy Macnamara, the artist-in-residence at The Field
Musuem, who specializes in watercolor renderings of wildlife. After that, students will continue to
explore the wildlife exhibits such as the Gidwitz Hall of Birds and the Mammals Collection. While
visiting these exhibitions, students will consider which animal(s) they would like to use as a
reference for a watercolor painting project that will be completed in class. The students can use
their cell phones or school-supplied cameras to take photographs. Students will also be doing
some drawing from observation at the museum.

You will be assigned to chaperone a small group of students during the visit. Please make sure
that students stay with the school group at all time and are on task. If you have questions or need
help, please contact me at 773-401-2188 or find a museum staff member or volunteer. Security
guards are also available to help; they are located at each museum entrance.

Let me know if you have any questions before the trip. Again, thank you for sharing your time with
us. We are very excited to have you join us as we explore the museum collections.

Gratefully,

Melissa McBride
Student Teacher

Nick Gorisch

Lead Teacher

Honors Studio Drawing and Painting
Whitney Young High School



