
January 8, 2016 
 
Dear Whitney Young Parent, 
 
My name is Melissa McBride and I am student teaching from January through March in your 
child’s Honors Studio Drawing and Painting course with Mr. Nick Gorisch. My student teaching 
experience is the final step toward completion of my Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) at 
Columbia College Chicago. Prior to studying at Columbia, I received a BA in Studio Art from the 
University of Miami in Coral Gables, FL. I am also an alumna of Whitney Young High School and 
Academic Center.  
 
I am writing to request your permission to include your child and their schoolwork in recordings 
that will be compiled as evidence in the portfolio that will allow me to receive my Professional 
Educator License from the state of Illinois. The attached release form includes more details about 
this. Your student’s inclusion in these materials in no way affects their grade, and should not 
affect their classroom experience.  
 
Additionally, for one of the projects I will be working on with your student, I have planned a trip to 
The Field Museum on Friday, January 22nd. There is a separate permission slip attached for this 
trip. Please make sure your student returns both signed forms to me by Friday, January 
15th.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached on my cell phone at (773) 401-2188, or 
via email at melissa.mcbride@loop.colum.edu. I appreciate your support of my own educational 
goals and thank you for allowing me to work with your bright student each day in the classroom.  
 
Gratefully, 
 
Melissa McBride  
Student Teacher, Whitney Young High School 
MAT Candidate, Columbia College Chicago 
 


